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2010-2011 – Mrs. Helene Burns
Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome back! I am so looking forward to working with all of you. My goal is for every student to have a positive and productive year. To help you achieve that goal, I am sending the following information.

MATERIALS-

• binder reminder  • composition notebook • blue or black pen

CURRICULUM

The curriculum is based on the California Standards four domains of reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening. Areas of concentration are scheduled as follows:
Dates



         Areas of Concentration

Sept. –
Narrative: Fiction reading/writing, figurative language, vocabulary

  Nov.

development, recognition/use of language conventions

Nov. – 
Exposition/Research: Reading/writing, text organization patterns, 

  Feb.

vocabulary development, language conventions

Feb. –

Response to Literature: Journals/dialogue with text, vocabulary

 April 
development, language conventions



April –
Persuasion: Reading/writing, text organization, vocabulary development, 

  June 
language convention, oral presentation


We will use Prentice Hall, McDougall Littell texts, class novels and other literature.

HOMEWORK

There is always homework. Each student is required to read Reading Counts books. After reading and making a flow map of the book, the student will take a quiz from our library’s Reading Counts program. These tasks are the student’s responsibility.

*Seventh grade students should read 250,000 words by February 1, and another 250,000 by May 1.

PLEASE NOTE: Students who do not read appropriate novels independently and pass the corresponding Reading Counts tests will have their final grade lowered by one letter grade. 
Other homework is assigned as necessary. Students may also need to finish class work at home if they do not finish it in class.
EXPECTED BEHAVIOR

1.
Be prompt.  Be in your seat at the tardy bell, ready to work.

2.
Be prepared. This means having work out, reading the board for instructions, having Binder Reminder, binder, paper, pen, ready.

3.
Be polite and respectful to everyone in class.  I expect you to treat your classmates and me with the same dignity and respect with which you want to be treated. This also means that you listen quietly when someone else is speaking.

4.
Be an active learner.  Focus on instructions and directions and ask for clarification.

GRADING

1.
Grades are calculated on a point scale. Every assignment is allotted a certain number of points, and therefore, missing assignments affect the final grade. Late work loses points.

2.
I will supply a file folder and a place to keep returned assignments.  DO NOT throw anything away.  Keep everything in your composition notebook at school.

3.
About 50% of your grade is based on homework and class work, which includes writing your agenda in your Binder Reminder, and class participation. The remaining 50% is earned on tests and projects. 

LATE HOMEWORK/CLASSWORK POLICY
Students who are absent due to illness shall have one week to make up a missed homework or class work assignments.  After one week, make-up assignments will be considered late.  

Your grade is based on the percent of the total number of points you earn during the semester.


A = 90%-100%
C = 66%-79%

F = less than 54% of the available points


B = 80%-89%   
D = 54%-65%

I will be posting each day’s agenda and homework on the VNMS website; the address is on the front of this letter. 

Sincerely yours,

Helene Burns
Approved: _________________________

***Please sign below and place it in the first page of your composition notebook.  Keeping this paper in your composition notebook is part of your grade.

(Parent signature)
date

(student signature)
date







