
Vocabulary-in-Context Questions

Reading words in context makes figuring out tough vocabulary much easier.  The test makers use Vocabulary-in-Context questions to test this important skill. Every time you read challenging text (a difficult novel or a quality newspaper), you figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words from the context.  The context of a word is the words that surround it.  


If you’re stuck on an unfamiliar word, focus on any familiar words in the same sentence.  

Example 1

Students need direction to become “good sports.”
As used in the sentence, what does the word direction mean?

A. location

B. guidance

C. ordering

D. administration

Example 2
The salesman checked his stock to find out what he needed to order.
Without changing the meaning of the sentence, which word can best be used to replace the underlined part?
A. products

B. animals

C. soup

D. shares
Example 1: B,   Example 2: A
Vocabulary-in-Context Questions

Reading words in context makes figuring out tough vocabulary much easier.  The test makers use Vocabulary-in-Context questions to test this important skill. Every time you read challenging text (a difficult novel or a quality newspaper), you figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words from the context.  The context of a word is the words that surround it.  


If you’re stuck on an unfamiliar word, focus on any familiar words in the same sentence.  

Example 1

After staining the cabinet, the craftsman finished the wood with a wax.
Without changing the meaning of the sentence, which word or words can best be used to replace the underlined word?
A. polished
B. ended

C. destroyed

D. used up

Example 2
Some feel that actions like showing off are minor and do not need to be addressed through the school curriculum. 
What is the meaning of the word minor as it is used in the sentence?
A. harmful

B. average

C. childish

D. unimportant
Example 1:  A.,  Example 2: D
Double Trouble Answer Choices
Double Trouble answer choices trick you into believing that because they correct more than one error, they must be the right answer choice. But they are not.  The strategic thing to do on underlined questions is to immediately eliminate those answer choices that correct more than one error. Don’t even consider them. By doing this you greatly increase your chances of choosing the right answer. 

Example 1:  Read this underlined part of a sentence from the passage.
Redwood National Park, in Northwestern California, has….
What is the correct way to write the underlined words?
A. Redwood National Park, in northwestern California
B. Redwood national park, in Northwestern California

C. Redwood national park, in northwestern California

D. Leave as is.

Example 2:  Read this sentence from the report.
Worker bees neither lay eggs nor mate but they do perform a variety of other essential jobs. 
Which is the correct punctuation for the underlined part of the sentence?

A. nor mate, but; they do perform

B. nor mate. But; they do perform

C. nor mate, but they do perform

D. nor mate but, they do perform
Example 1: eliminate B & C (more than 1 correction). Answer is A (only one correction)

Example 2: eliminate A & B (more than 1 correction). Answer is C (only one correction)
Double Trouble Answer Choices
Double Trouble answer choices trick you into believing that because they correct more than one error, they must be the right answer choice. But they are not.  The strategic thing to do on underlined questions is to immediately eliminate those answer choices that correct more than one error. Don’t even consider them. By doing this you greatly increase your chances of choosing the right answer. 

Example 1:  :  Read this sentence from the report.

As she entered the office, Rachel asked, “Hello, is anyone there?
Which is the correct punctuation for the underlined part of the sentence?

A. there”.
B. there

C. there?”

D. Correct as is

Example 2:  Read this sentence from the report.

Please give the information to him and I so we can use it later on. 
Which is the correct way of writing the underlined part of the sentence?

A. he and me so

B. him and me so

C. he and I.  So

D. Correct as is
Example 1: Eliminate answer A (two corrections).  Answer is C

Example 2: Eliminate answers A and C (two corrections.  Answer is B
